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The spinal part sends fibers to certain muscles of the neck and
shoulder (sternomastoid and trapezius).

The hypo glossal nerve is distributed entirely to the muscles

of the tongue. Its fibers arise from the hypoglossal nucleus in
the medulla oblongata, and appear as a series of rootlets in the
groove situated on the anterolateral aspect of the pyramid. The
rootlets leave the skull through the hypoglossal canal and unite
just below the base of the skull. The trunk so formed curves

VERMIS

CEREBELLAR HEMISPHERES
Fig. 12-29   The cerebellar hemispheres and vcrmis from below.
forward in the upper part of the neck to reach the cavity of the
mouth.
The cerebellum. The cerebellum is situated behind the
brain stem (mid-brain, pons, and medulla), and beneath the
posterior portions of the cerebral hemispheres (Fig. 12-17,
p. 583). It is composed of two lateral masses, the cerebellar
hemispheres (Fig. 12-29) and a central elongated worm-like
structure, called the vermis (L. worm). The white matter of
the cerebellum forms a central branching framework within
the substance of each hemisphere, and in the center of the
vermis. The gray matter covering the terminal stems of this
structure constitutes the cerebellar cortex. The cortex of the
hemispheres is thus constructed of a number of leaves flattened
against one another with only their edges appearing on the
surface. The cerebellar cortex is composed of several layers of
cells, but unlike the cerebral cortex is of uniform structure